The Conference is organized by
Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Soil Science, Water Management and Crop Production
Committee; Plant Protection Committee

Printed in Hungary, Gödöllő
Printed by Szent István Egyetemi Kiadó Nonprofit Kft.
HU-2100 Gödöllő, Páter Károly utca 1.
ISBN 978-963-269-529-7

The history of the
Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop
15th Anniversary Editon
written and compiled by
Márton Jolánkai, Csaba Bálint, Igor Đekemati, Barnabás Pósa, Rebeka Soós,
Ákos Tarnawa and Zoltán Kende

photos taken by
Márta Birkás, Gizella Benkőné Varga, Márton Jolánkai and Zoltán Kende

2|

The history of the Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop

Alps-Adria Scientific Cooperation a regional forum for agricultural research
The Alps-Adria scientific cooperation programme,
including a series of events referred to as ‘AlpsAdria Scientific Workshop’, has its roots in a
very distant past. In emotional terms it dates back
perhaps as far as to the times of the Habsburg
Empire, but reliably it originates from the 1970s or
1980s, a period of traditionally good cooperation
between Croatian and Hungarian scientists and
other professionals, a period of scientific, practical
and business relationships among universities and
agricultural institutions of Osijek and Zagreb,
and the Hungarian agricultural universities
and faculties – Gödöllő, Debrecen, Keszthely,
Mosonmagyaróvár, the research institutions
in Szeged and Martonvásár as well as large
state farms in Hungary along with the then still
functioning production systems, which were,
the same time, some of the main engines of the
Hungarian economy. Researchers, lecturers and
farmers representing the agricultural sectors of

Austria and Czechoslovakia were also always
active participants of this historical form of
cooperation. Tillage and crop production as well
as joint research efforts were combined in a live
integrated system. The economic and political
changes in the last decade of the past century and
later on the Yugoslav wars brought an end to - or
at least broke the course of - this highly successful
form of cooperation.
Things that belong to each other may merge –
says an old proverb. Simply, if we, neighbours
do not cooperate, do not help ourselves on a
mutual basis, no one in the world will do a favour
to us. Common problems can only be solved by
common efforts. We can learn a lot from highly
educated wise scientists of the great and wealthy
nations in the world. However they can never
accomplish the work of ours. Like the orphans of
the fairy tales, we have to find our way ourselves.
Not because the world would turn against us, not
at all. It is quite easy to understand our case. There
is no use to cry over spilled milk.
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The Habsburg Empire by the beginning of the 20th Century; Photos from the 15th Alps-Adria venue
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Historical times
That was the time, year 2002, when the AlpsAdria conference was first organised by the
scientific committees of the Hungarian Academy
of Sciences (HAS). The first one was - if only
to respect tradition - organised in Opatija, and
then the venue of the event was gradually moved
around the region: the second one was organised
in Trogir, the third one in Dubrovnik, the fourth
one in Portorož in Slovenia and then the next one
back again in Opatija. In year 2007 the conference
was organised in Obervellach in Austria, to
be followed by one in Stará Lesná in the High
Tatras in 2008. The eighth was hosted by Neum
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, a most modest but
perhaps the professionally best prepared location
of that year. The next conference was held in
Špičák, a mountainous resort place in the Czech
Republic. The tenth anniversary of the conference
series was celebrated in Opatija in 2011. The

conference series moved then to Smolenice in
Slovakia. The 12th workshop was a peculiar event
providing various locations in Croatia and in Italy
since soil fertility was the main topic with an
outlook on karst formation. The venue of the next
conference was in Villach Ossiacher See, Austria.
The fourteenth meeting was organised in Neum,
Bosnia and Herzegovina. And the present Jubilee,
the 15th workshop is going to be organised on the
island of Losinj, a marvellous and unique spot in
the Adriatic Sea.
What was the idea dragging an entire scientific
community with all equipments, family members,
dogs and pets along the Adriatic coast and then
up to the mountains and vice versus? We believe
that direct contacts and personal experiences are
the most successful means of getting information.
Any conferences organised should focus on two
criteria – the appropriate venue and the relevant
themes that are to be discussed.
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Photos from the 1st, the 5th, the 10th and the 12th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop, Opatija, Croatia (2002, 2006, 2011, 2013)
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Venues and themes of the Alps-Adria conferences
1.

2002. Opatija, Croatia

Agri-environment. Water, soil, nutrition, production and quality aspects
of field crops.

2.

2003. Trogir, Croatia

Plant nutrition. Nitrogen - a most essential life element.

3.

2004. Dubrovnik, Croatia

Water. Soil, plant and biological relations, climatic aspects.

4.

2005. Portorož, Slovenia

The carbon cycle.

5.

2006. Opatija, Croatia

Food chain element transport and processes.

6.

2007. Obervellach, Austria

Environmental consequences of sustainability

7.

2008. Stará Lesná, Slovakia

Soil-plant interrelations

8.

2009. Neum, Bosnia-Herzegovina Biotic and abiotic stress

9.

2010. Špičák, Czech Republic

Resilience within agro-ecosystems

10. 2011. Opatija, Croatia

Crop site – land use synergism

11. 2012. Smolenice, Slovakia

Green water

Opatija-Doberdo-Venice,
12. 2013.
Croatia and Italy

Soil fertility

13. 2014. Villach, Austia

Manures and fertilizers

14. 2015. Neum, Bosnia-Herzegovina Multifunctional soil resources
15. 2016. Mali Lošinj, Croatia

From soil to food
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Photos of the 2nd Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Trogir, Croatia (2003)
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About the organisers
The organizing committee consists of four
persons from the very beginning: Jolánkai,
Márton; Kőmíves, Tamás; Németh, Tamás;
and Várallyay, György. With no doubt professor
Várallyay can be considered as the spiritual
father of the conference series. The organisers
are supported by the international scientific board
whose members are as follows:

And in the row of personal efforts there are the
editors of the proceedings volumes who have to
be named with appreciation: Gyuricza, Csaba;
Hidvégi, Szilvia; Hárs, Titanilla; Harcsa,
Marietta; Fekete, Ágnes; and Kende, Zoltán.

Birkás, Márta (H); Custović, Hamid (BIH);
Gáborjányi, Richard (H); Hejnák, Václav (CZ);
Hofman, Georges (B); Horváth, József (H);
Kádár, Imre (H); Kovačević, Vlado (HR);
Mesić, Milan (HR); Lehoczky, Éva (H); Nagy,
Viliam (SK); Pekárová, Pavla (SK); Skalický,
Milan (CZ); Smutny, Vladimir (CZ); and
Stekauerová Vlasta† (SK).

And last but not least the name of the co-editor
colleagues has to be mentioned who helped the
operational organization of the conferences with
their important work:
Bakti, Beatrix; Balla, István; Bencsik,
Katalin; Bottlik, László; Csorba, Zsuzsa;
Ðekemati, Igor; Kleinheincz, Csilla;
Klupács, Helga; Kovács, Gergő Péter;
Kulin, Balázs; Pósa, Barnabás;
Sallai, András; Singh, Mahesh Kumar;
Soós, Rebeka; Stingli, Attila;
Szentes, Szilárd; Tarnawa, Ákos; Ujj, Apolka.

Also, a wide range of enthusiastic experts were
working on the organisation and coordination of
each conference. Benkőné Varga, Gizella and
Pintér, Katalin has to be mentioned in first place.

Also, there were many partners in all of the
countries visited, who contributed to the success
of the conferences and the related programmes.
Thanks to all of them.
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The main goals
What exactly is then the purpose of this form of
cooperation? In fact it is very simple: To foster
and to rehabilitate relationships among scientific
and professional communities linked by historical
ties, but separated by historical events. This
cooperation offers an opportunity for the career
starter generation, PhD students and young
researchers to enter the international scene, to learn
how to make a poster, to deliver a presentation in
the English language, to publish pieces of work
and to create relationships with others.
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language for this purpose, without much success.
By the end of the 20th century however, it became
clear that today’s lingua franca is none other but
the English language.
The common language provides a basis for
communication. And here comes the specific goal
– the theme of the conference.

Dubrovnik, Croatia (2004)

The language of the conference is English. In this
aspect there is and - the organisers aim to ensure
that - there can be no compromise. Throughout
history, both science itself and the fact that this
is a multilingual region have always demanded a
common language.
Over two millenniums it used to be the Latin.
During the past two centuries attempts were made
to introduce the German and later on the Russian
15th Anniversary editon
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Photos of the 3rd Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Dubrovnik, Croatia (2004)
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Basic principles
At the beginning of the series of conferences two
basic principles were laid down: one was that
it should be thematically focused because that
would be more highly valuable in professional
terms than the eclectic mega-conferences that are
very much in vogue today, which, though highly
attractive, have evolved into expos of some sort,
rather than proper scientific conferences. The
other basic principle is that the presentations and
contributions must be promptly published in a
volume after every conference, to be distributed
to participants. This may seem like a conservative
bias but many of the stakeholders are convinced
that only thematic publications can be of use and
only if they are actually kept on one’s bookshelf,
to be picked up and studied at will. Unfortunately,
today’s trends - and the need to save resources have lead to a wide-spread practice of publishing
materials on CD and/or on the Internet, but these
cannot really substitute printed volumes. This has
been definitely proven at the Alps-Adria events
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as well, where the proceedings are delivered to
participants on CDs but the publisher also makes
it possible for participants to request the materials
in a printed volume as well, which is, of course, not
an inexpensive option, nonetheless the majority
of the participants ask for the publication in the
form of books even if they cost more.
Scientific publications are always subject to various
expectations. Traditionally the basic idea of any
publication was to disseminate results, opinions,
postulates or anything worth to inform about.
Today the situation is somehow different. Since
scientific publication became a tool regarding the
evaluation and grading of the authors, scientists
search for papers of valuable scientometric output
rather than conference proceedings, let them be
useful for a scientific community or not.
We can trace the popularity of this conference
series back to the beginning by the actual
scientometric value of the proceedings volume.
In years with good records higher number of
participants joined us than in years with low ones.
15th Anniversary editon

15th Anniversary editon

Photos of the 4th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in PortoroŽ, Slovenia (2005)
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Conference trips
Every conference is closed by two one-day trips,
one of a professional, the other of a touristic
programme. Just to list a few examples from among
the professional trips: it was a lifetime experience
for participants when they familiarised themselves
with the entire Istrian karst system from the Pićan
top down to the Lim fjord visiting dolinas that
have developed above the underground water
system. A visit to the Krka National Park can be
considered one of the most surprising experiences
in relation with surface formation. Thousands
of waterfalls deliver high mountain originated
water across a geologically diverse valley aiming
a destination on the Adriatic Sea. Elafiti islands
represented another wonder among the Adriatic
islands escorting the coast of the mainland.
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high winds was a shattering experience. On the
other hand, a trip to the Gloβglockner glacier was
the first time many of the participants saw this
natural wonder. Šumava National Park provided
a chance for us to get acquainted with specific
wetland formations. A visit to the Doberdo karst
was a unique hydrological experience, and a live
example for soil formation processes.
There were two magnificent caves visited by the
participants. Both of them belong to the world
heritage sites. The Postojna caves in Slovenia
and the Vjetrenica caves in Bosnia-Herzegovina
have given a feeling similar to that of the early
scientists exploring natural phenomena.

The Čunovo-Gabčikovo waterworks along the
river Danube as well as polders and the katavotras
of the Neretva delta provided the participants with
A trip to the 40 square kilometres of hillside specific scientific information. Most of these sites
area in the High Tatras laid waste by devastating can never be visited by individuals.
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Photos of the 6th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Obervellach, Austria (2007)
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Touristic destinations
Trips to tourism destinations, for instance to Rijeka,
Senj, Pula, Venice, Split, Dubrovnik, Sibenik,
Cortina d’Ampezzo, Kraków or to the captivating
towns of Spis region, have also been highly useful
and successful. Český Krumlov and the Velhartice
castle, Mostar and Počitelj, Udine and Venzone,
Klagenfurt and Hochosterwitz represented valuable
sites of cultural heritage. Visits to the religious sites
and places of pilgrimage; Trsat, Gurk, Maria Wörth,
Heiligenblut, Medugorje and the Zavala orthodox
monastery contributed to a better understanding
of our common history. There were some places
which have changed our knowledge accumulated
during school years. Myths and legends became
a reality, however in a novel context. Our visit to
Doberdo highlighted the tragedy of Europe and
helped us to proceed to the roots of a wide range
of today’s problems. Apart from the architectural
beauty of the Miramare castle in Trieste, visitors
could experience a historical outlook from a new
point of view concerning the Habsburg monarchy.
We have learned, the Venice the city is more than
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a baroque dream. Venice the empire has always
been depending on it’s background; croplands and
vineyards of Istria and Dalmatia, the shipyards of
Rijeka, Losinj, Split and many other towns and
cities. The millions of timbers which were gained
from one of the most severe deforestation of human
history along the mountains of the Adriatic coast.
And the people of Dalmatia – ploughmen, fishermen,
craftsmen, merchants and sailors as well as artists,
musicians, architects etc. The Mediterranean
world is a most peculiar spot of the Earth. We may
conclude that this region of the world has always
been a subject to migration of people. Along the
programmes of the conference series we have met
quite frequently with the footprints of Odysseus
the far wanderer. Homer had written his epos in
the 11th Century BC. The Adriatic coast comprises
somehow all real and intellectual treasures of nature
and of mankind’s history, since Homer’s Odyssey.
“Launch ornamented fast arrow superb Zeus,
Helios’ oxen respect none of kings, Laistrygone
archers slaughter zealots. Land of slopes enable
growing grape enough. Bless everyone”.
15th Anniversary editon
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Photos of the 7th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Stará Lesná, Slovakia (2008)
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The benefits of cooperation
The question of what contributions have been
made to professional, scientific and human
progress and values is always raised with regard
to every scientific conference. The first aspect
to be noted is the cultivation of professional and
scientific relationships.
The Alps-Adria cooperation has been the cradle
of numerous partnerships, tendering consortia
and bilateral agreements, without which - it
should be admitted - our research institutions and
universities might not have survived and kept
functioning to date.
From a professional aspect, mention should be
made of student, lecturer and researcher exchange
programmes. A large number of doctoral courses
have taken place and we are pleased to note
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that joint research programmes based on long
term experiments in various countries have also
increased in number.
Cultural benefits also deserve to be mentioned.
Visits to countries of this region, where
participants together familiarise themselves with
our common history and culture make us realise
that we need to expand, renew and, in cases,
clarify our knowledge, if we are to understand
each other. The Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop
has been highly successful so far. This form of
cooperation may, of course, also have some
shortcomings, but it can be certain there is always
room for improvement and development. The
underlying goal, that is regional cooperation,
however, has been definitely accomplished. We
hope that the Workshops will, to the benefit of all
of us involved, continue long into the future.
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Photos of the 8th and the 14th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Neum, Bosnia-Herzegovina (2009, 2015)
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Photos of the 9th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Špičák, Czech Republic (2010)
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Photos of the 11th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Smolenice, Slovakia (2012)
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Photos of the 13th Alps-Adria Scientific Workshop in Villach, Austria (2014)
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